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SPEN: made by Five correctional centre in Canton 
de Vaud

1. Vaud E de. Prison du Bois- Mermet [Internet]. Etablissements pénitentiaires. Available from: https://www.vd.ch/themes/securite/penitentiaire/etablissements-
penitentiaires/prison-du-bois-mermet/%0D

2

Les Etablissements 
pénitentiaires de la 
plainde de l’Orbe 
(EPO)
495 inmates

Prison de la Tuilière
219 female inmates

La Croisée 
959 inmates

Les Léchaires
285 inmates (juvenile)



Within the city of Lausanne
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The Prison of Bois-Mermet

434 inmates en 2020



Carceral Organisation: a complex structure
•Organization by the SPEN agent
•The infirmary and medical examinations are only
one of the activities offered.

•For the prisoner, the walk can be much more 
important than a medical examination

•Refusal of the medical transfer, refusal to appear
handcuffed in public 

4Rieder JP, Gravier B, Bertrand D, Pasche C, Bodenmann P, Wolff H. Santé en milieu pénitentiaire: Vulnérabilité partagée entre détenus et professionnels de 
la santé. Rev Med Suisse. 2010;6(257):1462–5. 



Fundamental principles reaffirmed by the 
guidelines of the Swiss Academy of Medical 
Sciences (2018) 

• Right to health and access to care for prisoners.
• Principle of equivalence of care.
• Refusal to associate medical teams with security screening aspects.
• Respect for medical confidentiality.
• Statutory and budgetary independence of care teams.

51. Académie Suisse des Sciences Médicales (ASSM). Directive medico-éthique: exercice de la médecine auprès de personnes détenues. Suisse: Académie
Suisse des Sciences Médicales (ASSM); 2019. 
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La population carcérale: une population 
vulnérable

• Large number of migrants: 23.8% from Switzerland; 39.9% rest of Europe; 4.3% from
America; 4.8%, Asia;  27.25% Africa.

• Toxicomanes ou polytoxicomanes.

• Patients psychiatriques.

Rieder JP, Gravier B, Bertrand D, Pasche C, Bodenmann P, Wolff H. Santé en milieu pénitentiaire: Vulnérabilité partagée entre détenus et 
professionnels de la santé. Rev Med Suisse. 2010;6(257):1462–5. 7



Radiographer activities in corectional center

• One radiographer who uses a conventional radiology installation in 
each adult prison in State of Vaud.

Responds to the health needs of the prison population.
Comply with the equivalency of care directive
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Radiographer activities in corectional center

Chest Xray offered to each patient detained to set aside possible 
contagious lung conditions (including tuberculosis). 

Reduce the number of hospital transfers.
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Numbers
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Rapport annuel du SMPP, 2018



Increase of TB
• « “Multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) is a global MS problem with 

nearly 500,000 cases/year.”

• RX Thx:  gives a look at the state of this pathology which can be easily 
transmitted 

• RX Thx: Radiological manifestations of tuberculosis may vary depending on 
host-related factors, but in most cases they are sufficiently characteristic to 
suggest diagnosis».

Kuchel et al(2016)
Ulrich & al 2018 11



Other common indications in radiology

• Osteo-articular examination following of trauma (sports injury, 
violence against an inmate, officer or self).

• Osteoarthritis and rheumatism due to reduced mobility in prison and 
sedentary lifestyle (frequent dorso-lombalgy).
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Fequent xray examinations

• Abdo Xray : foreign bodies
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Counselling and prevention
«Incarceration can be a unique opportunity for screening, for better control 
of acute or chronic disease, for delivering prevention messages and putting 

them into practice.”

Some patients have never seen a X-ray machine.
Hence the importance of explaining the review as clearly as possible and 

ensuring that the information has been understood.

Rieder JP, Gravier B, Bertrand D, Pasche C, Bodenmann P, Wolff H. Santé en milieu pénitentiaire: Vulnérabilité partagée entre 
détenus et professionnels de la santé. Rev Med Suisse. 2010;6(257):1462–5. 14



Education:

• Training xray solution for general practitioners and interns
• Positioning workshop and field monitoring
• Setting up a procedure to follow depending on each installation
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Only one radiographer for four 
prisons
With the help of HESAV Radiographers department 
we have implemented in this prisons



Internship for radiographer students

• Collaboration with the radiology departement
• Half CHUV/Half in prisons
• Immersion in the carceral envirment
• Knowledge on carceral population
• Application of ethical principles and medical confidentiality
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Closing remark

““It is said that no one truly knows a nation until 
one has been inside its jails. A nation should not 

be judged by how it treats its highest citizens, but 
its lowest ones.”
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
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Thank you for your attention!
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